NASC Gold Sample Slab Hoard 


Two dozen gold coin samples, plus Morgans and Silver Eagles — Now for sale 


The Numismatic Association of Southern California (NASC) used to hold annual gold coin 
drawings to benefit coin clubs. Clubs sold tickets to their members, keeping part of the money for 


the clubs and giving part to NASC. The top prize was typically a double eagle or other large gold 
coin, with around 25 smaller prizes of vintage and modern gold coins from around .05 to .20 ounce. 
Mexico 2 pesos, 1/10 oz gold Eagles, and France 20 francs were typical examples. The drawings 
were held at NASC’s annual convention, the Golden State Coin Show, held each August at a 
Masonic temple in Arcadia, California. 


In 2019, NASC had ANACS encapsulate the prizes in sample slabs pedigreed to the show. (See 
Sample Slab Update #32.) The label read “NASC GOLDEN STATE / COIN SHOW / August 23 
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- 25, 2019” on the front and “SAMPLE — NOT FOR RESALE / WWW.ANACS.COM” on the 
back. (NASC left the top prize, a mint state Saint-Gaudens, in its regular NGC holder.) In addition 
to the around 25 small gold coins, NASC had several 2019 Silver Eagles encapsulated with the same 
label. The Silver Eagles were used as prizes for an hourly drawing during the show. 


In early March 2020, at the Buena Park Coin Show, NASC submitted the prizes for their August 
2020 convention to ANACS. These were 24 gold coins for the 
drawing, 20 1921-S Morgans grading XF to AU for hourly drawings, | 
and seven 2020 Silver Eagles for purposes to be determined. (Possibly 
ptizes for exhibits or awards to clubs selling the most tickets.) Covid 
shutdowns began a few days later and the 2020 Golden State show was 
cancelled. Covid restrictions lasted longer in California than most 
places, and the August 2021 Golden State show was cancelled for the 


same reason. 


At this point, ANACS still had the coins in their offices. Not knowing 
when the prizes would be used, NASC asked ANACS to slab the coins 
with a label giving the name and location of the show, but not a date. 
The label reads “Golden State Coin Show / Arcadia Masonic Temple / 
Arcadia, CA” on the front and “SAMPLE — NOT FOR RESALE / 
WWW.ANACS.COM” on the back. 


The August 2022 show was cancelled because the Masonic temple was not available. NASC began 
considering dissolving the organization. The California State Numismatic Association (CSNA), 
fortunately, does similar work for coin clubs. No further Golden State shows were held. 


At the September 2024 Long Beach Expo, the NASC president, Los Angeles-area coin dealer Mike 
Kittle, told me about the 2020 sample slabs and that NASC planned to sell the group. At a later coin 
show, Mike agreed to give me a list of coins so I could aa NASC find a buyer or buy the group 
myself. In November 2024, 
Mike provided me with a list 
of coins and an offer to buy 
the entire group (gold, 
Morgans, and Silver Eagles). 
I agreed to the offer, and we 
met at the November 20 
meeting of the Covina Coin 
Club to make the exchange. 


As far as I know, this is the 
largest group of gold coin 


samples to reach the market. 


1921-S Morgan dollar NASC samples $60 each 
2020 Silver Eagle NASC samples $60 each 
Gold coin samples (Melt based on $2,633/0z) 


Price 

1 1915 Austria 20 Corona 0.1960 
2 1908 France 20 Francs 0.1867 
3 1918-B Swiss 20 Francs 0.1867 
4 1955 Mexico 5 Pesos 0.1206 
5 1915 Austria Ducat 0.1107 
6 1915 Austria Ducat 0.1107 
7 1999 1/10 oz. Eagle 0.1000 
8 1998 1/10 oz. Eagle 0.1000 
9 2014 Canada 1/10 oz. Maple Leaf 0.1000 
10 1945 Mexico 2.5 Pesos 0.0603 
1945 Mexico 2.5 Pesos 0.0603 
1945 Mexico 2.5 Pesos 0.0603 
1945 Mexico 2.5 Pesos 0.0603 
1994 China 1/20 oz. Unicorn 0.0500 
2015 Canada 1/20 oz. Maple Leaf 0.0500 
1945 Mexico Dos Pesos 0.0482 
1945 Mexico Dos Pesos 0.0482 
1945 Mexico Dos Pesos 0.0482 
1945 Mexico Dos Pesos 0.0482 
1945 Mexico Dos Pesos 0.0482 
1945 Mexico Dos Pesos 0.0482 
1945 Mexico Dos Pesos 0.0482 
1945 Mexico Dos Pesos 0.0482 
1945 Mexico Dos Pesos 0.0482 


All payment methods accepted (feeless preferred). Shipping free. To order, email 
davidschwager@hotmail.com, or Instagram message @schwagerdavid. 


Slab Protector Comparison: $0.03 to $25.00 


Collectibles need protection. We don’t keep our coins loose in shoe boxes. When the coin holder is 
itself the collectible, it needs its own protection. This article looks at four ways to preserve your slabs 
at different prices. Some are worthwhile even if you have no interest in coin holders as collectibles. 


1. The Bag. 
The item: Resealable 2.75” x 4” polypropylene bag. 
Cost: Around $3 for a pack of 100. 


Every slab should be in a bag. How many times have 
you heard someone say, “the scratch is on the holder, 
not on the coin.” Solution — don’t let the holder get 
scratched. Buy a few hundred of these nearly free bags 
and put every certified coin in one. 


It’s surprising how often I see a holder worth a few 
hundred or a thousand dollars that has no protection 
whatsoever. That’s like keeping your mint state coin loose in a cardboard box. 


Best for: Every slab 
Verdict: The bare minimum. 


Where to buy: Coin shows may have a supplies dealer, or your local coin store may carry them. Also 


at Wizard Coin Supply, or search online for “coin slab bags.” 

2. The Basic Box 

The item: Generic clear plastic box with lid 
Cost: About $2 each. 


This is a simple box made of thin, rigid, clear plastic. The lid 
fits over the base of the box to give a seamless appearance. 
Because of manufacturing imperfections, the plastic slightly 
darkens and distorts the appearance of the coin, although this 
is not noticeable at a glance. 


Note that this box and the boxes described below do not find 
slabs snugly. This is to allow for variations between and within 
brands. Put your slab in a bag before putting it in the box. The 
bag acts a gasket between the slab and the box, taking up the 


extra space inside the box and preventing rattling. 
Best for: Quantities of collectible slabs. 
Verdict: Not bad for the price. 


Where to buy: I obtained these from an eBay seller in China but now cannot find these or similar 
y y 
products online. If you have a source, Pll put it in the next newsletter. 


3. Whitman Glorifier 
The item: Thick acrylic protector. 


The Whitman Glorifier protector holds the slab in an acrylic 
ring that surrounds the edge of the slab. Magnets hold flat 
actylic plates on the front and back to keep the slab in place. 
The acrylic is clear and quite thick. It provides protection 
against abuse, but a sideways shear will overcome the 
magnetic force and take off the front or back covers. 


Although sturdy, the Glorifier has a homespun appearance 
and is less refined than the Zircon described below or the 
generic box described above. If you are familiar with sports 
catd holders, the magnetic dot gives it an appearance similar 


___ to the type known as a one-screw holder. Different versions 
sold for NGC (pictured) and PCGS, as well as two-slab holders. 


Cost: $20 
Best for: Valuable holders or those that need extra presentation. 
Verdict: The unrefined appearance makes these not worth the price. 


Where to buy: Whitman website or eBay. 


4. Zircon Case 
The item: Premium acrylic protector. 


The Zircon case is top-loading acrylic box, with a lid held by 
magnets. Unlike the Glorifier, no amount of shaking or 
manipulation will dislodge the lid accidentally. It is difficult 
to photograph clear objects, and the images do not 
adequately show the crystalline quality of the Zircon case. 
The Zircon is much more refined than the Glorifier, giving 
the enclosed slab an appearance boost. For example, the 
magnets largely disappear into the sides of the protectors, 
giving a polished, one-piece appearance. 


Zircon sells an optional insert for holding PCGS rattlers. 


Cost: $25 


Best for: The good stuff. 
Verdict: The best slabs belong in Zircon cases. 


Where to buy: Zitcon website or Zircon’s Instagram. 
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Next Hot Slab — NGC 3.0 


(Part of an occasional series on slabs that could soon become 


popular). 


NGC type 1.0 (the celebrated black core) and types 2.0 / 2.1 
(white label) have been valuable for a while. The next likely step is 
NGC type 3.0. 


Used late 1987 through 1989, type 3.0 has a brown bordered label 
on the front and gold-embossed NGC logo on the back. There is 
no barcode or hologram. All labels started as brown, but the ink 
was not always stable and some turned green or gray. To tell the 
generations apart, see oldslabholders.com/ngc-slab-generations or 


this quick guide. 


2.0 {21 
Front: All-white label. No border, no barcode. 
Back: Gold embossed 


3.0 
Front: Label with border. No barcode. 
Back: Gold embossed 


4.0 
Front: Label with border. No barcode. 
Back: Hologram 


Generations 5 and later have barcodes. 


NGC type 3 holders were used at about the same time as and were the main competitors to the well- 
known PCGS rattler. The NGC holder appears in dealer cases much less often. Some collectors 
look for “fatty” holders, a name for the thicker slabs used by NGC in generations 5 and earlier, but 
the type 3 does not yet have the following of its PCGS equivalent. Maybe it needs a catchy 
nickname. How about “goldback?” 


Reader letter — Northeast Numismatics graduation holders 
Tom Caldwell of Northeast Numismatics in Concord, Massachusetts writes, 


yy *David: Here ate a couple of 


sample certified pieces that I 
am certain you do not have a 
record of. I think we had two 
gold pieces & 8 or 10 silver 
pieces made up, one silver for 
each that was at his graduation 
party. Hyde is a high school in 
Bath Maine. Feel free to use 
them in your newsletter. Russell 
is my son. 


Northeast also did one with a 
1964 Kennedy half in 2004 for 
the 40th anniversary of our 


company. We did a decent quantity so I would imagine you have one of these? 
pany q ty gine y 


Cool that you ate reviving the newsletter, it can only increase the interest in & no doubt bring some 


out of the woodwork.” 


As mentioned above, Northeast Numismatics had promotional slabs made in 2004 for Northeast’s 
40th anniversary. These held Massachusetts quarters (catalog number NGC-025-9-9 on page 339 of 
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the second edition book) or 1964 Kennedys. Tom related, “We probably had 500 or 1,000 of the 
Mass 25c holders made & probably a couple hundred of the ‘64 50c - not sure.” 


Based on the infrequent eBay appearances, the great majority of recipients held onto their slabs. I 
last saw a sale of the 1964 Kennedy type in 2016. 


Buying and Selling 
Buying 


I buy sample collections or better single slabs for inventory. For my own collection, I look for 
samples from obscure or unlisted grading services (such as AHCGS or CCCS), gold coin samples, 
and rarities from all services. Specifically, I am looking for ICG casino chips, the PCGS blue label 
with a Canada 25 cents and grade MSO0, as well as the PMG with an oversized Austria 1000 kroner. 
I also buy NGC Ocho (type 8.0) holders with W or T grades. Contact me at 


davidschwager@hotmail.com or Instagram @schwagerdavid 
Selling 


The sales stars this time are the NASC samples described in detail above. If that’s not enough, 
Sample Slab Sale #13 released in November and many are still available. 


Also see my eBay store. I will give better prices on eBay listings for readers who contact me directly. 
Sometimes a little better, sometimes a lot better, depending on how much room I have on the item. 


Sample Slab Update #39 — December 2024 (sent 12/8/24). Published about every two months by 
David Schwager, Fountain Valley, California. davidschwager@hotmail.com. Please email me to be 
added to or removed from the mailing list. Comments and submissions are welcome. See 
SampleSlabBook.com or the Newman Numismatic Portal for past issues. The best way to reach me 
and know what I am doing is Instagram @schwagerdavid., I also respond to Facebook messages. 


